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Introduction

The year 2009 has started w ell for the Limbe Wildlife Centre. It is the end of March and normally that is
the end of the dry season. Butthis year is different. The dry season has been unusually wet and
everything looks green and fresh. The greenest part of all is our new Born Free Chimpanzee Enclosure.

The elephant stalk stands more than tw o meters high and there are bushes w ith flow ers in all colours.
This month, after three and a half years of building, we werefinally ready to release the chimpanzees in

this great new outdoor enclosure. In this update you can read all about this happy event, but also all the
new s about our animals, the progress in our education program, and more.

Opening of the Born Free Chimpanzee Enclosure
We have been writing about the new chimpanzee enclosure many times and eachtime we were
thinking that it was almpst finished. On the official opening, Saturday 7" March, Felix Lankester

compared the building procesw ith the climbing of Mount Cameroon: you think you see the top, but as
soon as you arrive on the spotthere appears another top in front of you. Without a d oubt, the building

of this enclosure has been the most ambitious and difficult project in the history of the Linbe Wildlife
Centre, but w e can say now that the result is magnificent.

The new enclosure has been funded by generous donations from the Born
Free Foundation, sow ew ere delighted that a representative of this
organisation could participate inthe opening. In his opening speech, lan
Red mond explained that also for the Born Free Foundation this project has
been an enormous undertaking.

We w ere honoured as well by the presence of the Director of Wildlife of the

Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife, the Diisional Delegate and many other
invitees. In a joint efforta ribbon w as cut and the new chimpanzee

signboard w as revealed. Subsequently the chimpanzees w ere released
from the new satellite enclosure into the new outside enclosure.

The new enclosure is large, but only until w e
saw thechimpanzees run intoit w e realised
how large. The chimpanzees just seemto
disappear in allthe space they have now . It is
an absolute pleasure to see the chimpanzees
run around, play w ith each other and w ith the
water, and explore all corners and hiding spots.
Especially w ith the tall vegetation it is a true
chimpanzee jungle.




New arrivals

h the year 2009 the Limbe Widlife Centre has so far rescued 3 primates: a baby nona nonkey, a
young baboon and a female drill. The drill is the most endangered primate species in Africa, with an
estimated number of 3000 leftin the wild. Nevertheless, hunting pressure is still high. Drills live in large
groups and mostly on the ground, w hich makes themvery vulnerable for hunters. The hunters killthe
adults, while the infants are kept alive in order to sellthem as pets. Last year we rescued four drils that
had been illegally keptin peoples hones.

The female drill w asfound in Mamfe by Nicky Lankester,
the wife of LWC's manager Felix Lankester. The drill

was tied to arope and it seemed that she had a broken
leg. Nicky persuaded the owner to give up the drill and

donate it to the Limbe Wildlfe Centre. She had a crate
made out of scrap wood to transport the drill to Limbe.

Upon arrival the drillw as examined and the leg turned

out to be notbroken. But as can be seen in the picture,
the drill has problems moving the hind legs in a normal
way,which iscaused by neural problems.

We called the female Nicky Mamfe. She is in quarantine,
but hopefully wiill be fit to join the group in the future.

lzan

h November we moved a small group of five gorillas
to a new enclosure. For several reasons theywere not
doing well in the large group and w e were very hopeul
that this new enclosurew ould give them the peaceful
space they needed. Unfortunately Izan, one of the
famous Taiping 4 gorillas, remained very stressed
and soon fellill, as had been the case many times
before inthe old enclosure. We treated him as w e had
done before and he got better. Sadly, just a few weeks
after his recovery he fellill again. The medication w as
started again but on the second day of treatment, on
27" Dece mber 2008, Izan died. We were all
devastated, because Izan had become very dear to
us. On the picture you see Izanw ith LWC'’s head
keeper Jonathan Kang.

Gorilla baby

On 3" March the Western lowland gorilla Akiba gave birth to a healhy baby girl. Mother and child are
doing well. In memory of the two gorilas that died last year,w e have decided to name the baby Atinbi,
which means replacement in the local language Bakweri. We w ill never forget Oyin and Izan, but this

baby gives us hope for the future of our gorilla group.

The Linmbe Wildlife Centre has the policy notto breed w ith gorillas and chinpanzees, as we need all the
space we havefor the rescue of victims of the bushmeat and pet trades. This is why all the gorilla
females get daly oral contraceptives. Akiba, with her 9 years old the youngest gorilla in the group, has
been onthe pilfor several years now. How ever, lastyear she was seriously ill and w e had to separate
her fromthe group. One of our volunteers stayed with her 24 hours a day, trying to feed her and giving
her medication. We had taken her off the pil, as it w as already quite difficuk to get her to take the
necessary medications. Fortunately, she got better and started to look better again. We put her back on
contraceptives and joined her w ith the rest of the group.



Back inthe group she lboked better and better, and she grew. At some point she looked quite healthy,
but still she grew. Therefore we decided to do a pregancy test, which came out positive. To be sure we
did a second test, w ith the same result. Thenw e knew we had to start preparing for the birth of a baby.
And although itw as not planned, it w as very hard not to be happy about it.

The last month of her carriage, Akiba spent the
night w ith just some quiet females, but in the end
she gave birth during the day n the outside
enclosure. The w hole group was surrounding her
and gorila keeper Bama saw right away that
something w as going on. He opened the door
and Akiba ran inside with a small bundie on her
arm.

The firsttw o days we observed themcarefully,
but w e did not see any suckling. This is w hy we
decided to sedate Akiba and put the baby onthe
nipple. As soon as w e did this the baby started
drinking. Ever since, the baby is drinking fine.
Akiba and the baby are in the group and they are
doing really w ell.

New education officer

The Limbe Wildlife Centre has a new Education Officer. We are very pleased that Givskud Zoo in
Danmark has provided us the funding to offer Glenn Motumba this new position, sow e can further
develop our education program Glenn has been part of the LWC family since he was very young, w hen

he became a member of our Saturday Nature Club. He w as always the most enthousiastic student and
he is probably the only personw ho has read every book in our library. When he became too old to be a

member of Nature Club, w e asked himto become an education volunteer. At the same tinme he started
his study Anthropology and Sociology at Buea University, fromw hich he graduated at the end of 2008.
The time w as right to offer hima position and so far Glenn has proven to be a great assetfor the
project. He teaches, guides visitors around, organizes w orkshops and is starting up new education
projects.

Outreach Program

The Outreach Program 2008/2009, sponsored by Columbus Zoo , Ohio, has come to an end with a
very successfulfield trip to the Limbe Wildlife Centre. From Septenber to March the LWC's teachers
have visited the nine participating schools on aw eely basis, teaching about primates, ecology and
conservation. The book ‘Gorilla Stories’, produced by the Czeck Radio and distributed to many schools
in Cameroon by the LWC, is one of the new teaching tools in the program. It is great to have these
beautifully illustrated books available for our students.

Lastweek al of the one thousand students in the
Outreach Program visited the LWC, to take partin a
special program. We had invited the Reformation
Theater Group to perform a play about hunting and
endangered species. It w as not the first time that they
performed this play for us, butw ith afew new members
their performance was remarkable. The students
absolutely loved it and learned a lot about how we can
protect endangered species. Of course the students
also got the chance to observe all the animals that live
in the LWC and at the end the students w ho had
performed well during the whole Outreach Program
received a certicate.




Fundraising

h the past months several people have organised fundraising
activities for the Limbe Wildlife Centre. In November w e had a
extraordinary fundraiser in Kheops Casino in Douala (see
picture), organized by Candy Schuringa. While all the participants
had a great night and even w ent home w ith some very nice
presents, we raised a very large sumof money for the LWC.

Another special fundraising activity was done by Keith Norman
and three colleagues. They participated in the ‘Race of Hope’, up

and down Mount Cameroon. Keith reached the top and many
people supported him by donating money to the LWC.

Fnally, Columbus Zoo organized a raffle and raised money for

us. We are very grateful for allthese nitiatives. It shows that
many s mall donations (and some big!) really add up. These

fundraising activities really help us do ourw ork and we would like
to thank everybody w ho has participated in any w ay.

New website

The Limbe Wildlife Centre has a new website. Our old w ebsite w as designed and managed by Julie
Langford in England, for w hichw e cannot thank her enough. The problem was that we never came
around to giving her enough information to keep the w ebsite up-to-date. Therefor we decided to look for
someone in Limbe, w ho could be involved inthe manage ment of the w ebsite. At the same time our
NGO Pandrillus had a new website made and w e chose to build our w ebsite in the same style. Our
brand new website is created by Wim Stellingw erf, who willbe at the LW C often enough to make sure
the latest information is on the w ebsite. We hope that w ith the new websitewe w il be able to keep you
all better informed of everything that is going on at the LWC.

For our new website please have a look at: www . limbew ildlife.org

For the most recent stories look on our blog: www . linbew ildifecentre w ildlfedirect.org

Conclusion

L is such a pleasure tow rite in this update about the new chimpanzee enclosure. The conpletion of this
enclosure is really a big step forw ard in the development of the Limbe Wildlife Centre and it means w e
can look ahead to all the other things that urgently need doing. We are starting the refurbishing of the
drill enclosure, we will build a new guenon enclosure and a view ing point for gorillas. At the same time
we are expanding our education efforts and we are seriously thinking about options for reintroduction.
There is so much w e still need to do and for thatw e need al the help w e can get. We are ever so
grateful for thesupportyou have been giving us in the past and hope that we will be able to continue
this relation in the future.



